xii                                      APOLOGY
no desire to aid in the promulgation or diffusion of error.
For the same reason, I will not apologise for the seemingly dogmatic mould in which the treatise itself is cast. Being nothing more than an endeavour to express in words the fundamental dynamical constitution of the universe, as it envisages itself to a particular inquirer, I have thought it best to use the purely impersonal form, and to state each proposition as simple fact, leaving the reader to bear in mind for himself throughout, that the whole is suggestion or conception merely.
At the same time, I sincerely trust scientific readers (if I am fortunate enough to attract any) will approach the theory with an unbiassed mind, and instead of rejecting it offhand at the first glance, because its conceptions do not agree with those to which they are already accustomed, will do me the justice to read it through before deciding, and to place themselves as far as possible in sympathy with my point of view. I grant at once that the idea of Energy they will here find embodied is not at all the idea hitherto framed by men of science. It is a new idea ; and that is exactly why I have written this little treatise. If I am right (as I probably am not) our concepts of Energy will have to undergo a considerable revision. That being just the question at issue